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The Meekness of Chesterton at 150!

The best report of the birth of GKC that | have ever read is in his own Autobiography, published shortly
after his death,

Bowing down in blind credulity, as is my custom, before mere authority and the tradition of the elders,
superstitiously swallowing a story | could not test at the time by experiment or private judgment, I am firmly
of opinion that | was born on the 29th of May, 1874, on Campden Hill, Kensington; and baptised according
to the formularies of the Church of England in the little church of St. George opposite the large Waterworks
Tower that dominated that ridge. | do not allege any significance in the relation of the two buildings; and |
indignantly deny that the church was chosen because it needed the whole water-power of West London to
turn me into a Christian.

And so there you have it, the great Gilbert Kieth Chesterton meekly accepting that he was born 150 years
ago on 29" May 1874 and that on the mere authority and the tradition of the elders!

But Who Was GK Chesterton?

Well, having been born, he went on to become a
renowned journalist and author of more than 100
books. He is perhaps best remembered today for
his crime fiction stories about Father Brown. For
more than a decade now, the BBC has been airing
series after series (11 so far!) of “Father Brown”,
which is very loosely based on Chesterton’s
Father Brown stories. Most Chestertonians, if they
ever watched it at all, soon stopped, as the name
of the Priest was about the only connection
between Chesterton’s short stories and what the

BBC had produced.

On the 30" July 1922 Chesterton was received
into the Catholic Church and over the following
years became one of the most prolific and
eloquent defenders of the faith, attracting many
converts in his lifetime and many more after his
death in 1936.

Cardinal Pacelli, the Vatican Secretary of state
(and the future Pope Pius XII) sent a telegram on



http://ecumenicaldiablog.blogspot.com/2010/08/how-old-is-your-church.html

behalf of Pope Pius XI, to the Archbishop of
Westminster on the occasion of Chesterton’s
death, which described Chesterton as a gifted
Defender of the Catholic Faith. The Times
newspaper decided not to print this because this
title had long been used by the Protestant Kings
and Queens of England.

Chesterton was a strong opponent of eugenics, as
shown in his book, ‘Eugenics and Other Evils’
before the Nazis and Stalin rose to power, but at a
time when ‘respectable’ politicians all over
Europe were already publicly supporting the
eugenics movement. In 1925 Chesterton wrote an
introduction to Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol in which he said that “The answer to anyone
who talks about the surplus population is to ask
him, whether he is part of the surplus population;
or if not, how he knows he is not.”

In 1905 he published ‘Heretics’, an excellent book
looking at many of the leading errors of his time
(and ours) and those who expounded them. Some

retorted in response to this book that, /¢ is easy to
criticise, but what does Mr Chesterton believe?’
Chesterton was very happy to reply with his 1908
book ‘Orthodoxy’. When his friend HG Wells
published his useless ‘History of The World’,
Chesterton sat down to write his own real history,
‘The Everlasting Man’ with Christ at its centre.
He also wrote masterly biographies of St Francis
of Assisi and St Thomas Aquinas.

There are many who consider GK Chesterton to
be a Saint and on Saturday 27th July the 14"
Annual GK Chesterton Walking Pilgrimage will
take place, we pray that this will anticipate his
cause for Beatification being opened. You will
find the Prayer for the Beatification of GK
Chesterton, in English, Latin, Welsh, Polish, Igbo,
Irish, Croatian, Spanish, Italian and many other
languages and details about the Pilgrimage here,

www.CatholicGKChestertonSociety.co.uk

The Laziness of the Modern Intellect

Please cut out, keep and say
the prayer below

God Our Father, Thou didst fill the life of
Thy servant Gilbert Keith Chesterton with a
sense of wonder and joy, and gave him a faith
which was the foundation of his ceaseless
work, a charity towards all men, particularly
his opponents, and a hope which sprang from
his lifelong gratitude for the gift of human
life. May his innocence and his laughter, his
constancy in fighting for the Christian faith in
a world losing belief, his lifelong devotion to
the Blessed Virgin Mary and his love for all
men, especially for the poor, bring
cheerfulness to those in despair, conviction
and warmth to lukewarm believers and the
knowledge of God to those without faith. We
beg Thee to grant the favours we ask through
his intercession, the end of abortion in this
Country [and especially for...... ] so that his
holiness may be recognized by all and the
Church may proclaim him Blessed. We ask
this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk

By GK Chesterton,
The Illustrated London News, 11" October 1930.

Is the present generation better educated
than the last generation? Is it more intelligent than
anyone of any number of past generations? Most
of those writing on the subject say “Yes.” Most of
them, by a curious coincidence, belong to the
present generation, or some very recent
generation. | have no axe to grind in the matter;
neither the ancestral axe of Brutus, red with the
blood of his sons, nor the latest pattern of
guillotine on which a revolutionary son can
enthusiastically educate his father. There are some
matters in which the world has lately veered
towards my own opinions; some matters in which
it has turned away from them. But | have enough
intellectual curiosity to have doubts, and certainly
enough to make distinctions.

I think there would be a case for
maintaining this; that the world has improved in
everything except intellect. In artistic sensibilities,
and even in social sympathies (at least, of a certain
kind), I think there has been a quickening and a
response. | think it probable that the number of
people who can rapidly get used to a foreign
fashion or style of ornament, who can guess what



Pilgrims arriving in Beaconsfield at the
end of the Annual GK Chesterton
Pilgrimage. Some of the walkers had
covered 27 miles that day, starting outside
St Georges’ in Notting Hill where GKC
was Baptised and ending at his grave in
Shepherds Lane.

an eccentric artist is driving at, who can feel the
emotions invoked by unusual music, is larger than
it was in mid-Victorian times. But these things do
not appeal to the intellect. And I think they appeal
to the modern mood because they do not appeal to
the intellect. They make signals to the sentimental
part of human nature, and the code of those
signals is learned more quickly than it would once
have been. But when it comes to anything like a
strain on the intellect as such, | find that most
modern people are much stupider than those in the
age of my father, and probably very much stupider
than those in the age of my grandfather. | have

reasons for my belief, but it illustrates my point
that the modern reader would hardly listen to a
long process of reasoning. | believe | could even
prove it, if people now were patient enough to
listen to proof.

First, it must be realised that liveliness in
the preacher does not mean liveliness in the
congregation. On the contrary, the extreme
liveliness in the preacher is produced by dullness
in the congregation. | am ready to believe, for
instance, that Mr. Lloyd George is a more purely
entertaining speaker then Cobden. But that is
because Mr. Lloyd George speaks to men who
want to be entertained. Cobden spoke to men who
wanted to be convinced. The listeners provided
something of the liveliness needed to carry them
through a purely logical process. When there was
a congregation of logicians, as there was in some
of the old Scottish Calvinist kirks, the preacher
could reckon on being followed when his
discourse was a pure demonstration in logic. It is
when the congregation is dull that it wants to be
amused. Cobden stood for various views which |
do not myself find convincing; but his audience
was convinced, it was not merely amused. Now, a
man cannot be convinced by an argument without
following the argument. He can be amused even if
he goes to sleep in the middle of the argument and
wakes up just in time to hear a joke about Tories
drinking beer or Bolshevists sharing boots. |
believe there is infinitely less of this intellectual
attention to an argument then there used to be.

It is illustrated, for instance, in the great
modern change in the Press. | am not now arguing

The 14th Annual GK Chesterton Pilgrimage is on Saturday 27th July 2024

There are several ways you can join us, either in prayer, or by joining us in walking a short section of the pilgrimage or
even in walking the whole 27 miles! To be involved and maybe help members of your Family into the Catholic Church
you can;

A. Send prayer intentions for us to pray for along the way, we will not make the intentions
public; catholicgkcsociety@yahoo.co.uk

And/or
B. Join us on the day of the Pilgrimage, Saturday 27th July 2024, for an Old Rite Mass at 2.30pm at The Bridgettine
Convent, Fulmer Common Road, Iver, SLO ONR. BRING A PACKED LUNCH.

C. And if you like you can walk 6 miles after Mass to GK Chesterton's Grave.

D. Or meet us at 9.05am outside Ealing Town Hall to walk on to Mass (approximately 12 miles).
E. Or, to do the whole 27 mile walk, meet us at 7.15am outside St George's C of E Church, Aubrey Walk, London, W8

7JG where GKC was Baptised as a baby, to walk 21 Miles to Mass. And 6 miles after Mass if you want.

F. And say the GK Chesterton Prayer on the day wherever you are. Find the prayer in a number of languages

here; https://www.catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk/about.html

G. Invite friends to join us. The best way to do this is to click, Going or Interested/Maybe on the Facebook event and
then click on Share and on Invite Friends and select those you wish to invite to join us for any of the

above. https://www.facebook.com/events/941808393822680

H. Sponsor Stuart as he raises funds for Good Counsel; https://gofund.me/9fce3a2b
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about whether Lord Northcliffe’s revolution in
journalistic methods was morally or socially good.
| only say it may well stand for something which
is intellectually very much to the bad. When | was
a boy, the papers printed long and detailed reports
of speeches by Gladstone or Goschen or Asquith,
on complex controversies of economics and
finance. Perhaps they were not worth printing;
perhaps they were not worth reading; but they
were read. Now, it may be very bright and
pleasant to have all Gladstone’s subtle and
searching logical distinctions swept away in
favour of the fixed and unfailing headline of
“What Did Mr. Gladstone Say in 1885?” It may be
very comfortable to forget all the luminous legal
distinctions of Asquith, and agree that that
statesman never said anything in his life except
“Wait and See.” But it is not a proof of increased
intellectual activity that we are satisfied with the
simple and soothing quotations. The minds of our
fathers may have been occupied in futile and
pedantic hair-splitting, but their minds were really
capable of splitting a hair. It may be more cosy to
be stunned with a blow on the head by a club than
to have one of your hairs split by a needle, but it is
not any better tribute to the quality of your head,
or of anybody else’s.

Or take another test from another type of
enquiry. When all the drawing-rooms began to
buzz suddenly with the name of Einstein, some of
us were enabled to guess that they must once have
buzzed quite as abruptly with the name of Darwin.
Some of us are inclined to guess that Darwinism
became fashion long before anybody really
thought it was a fact. Doubtless any number of
society ladies went about saying that Professor
Darwin was really too wonderful, just as they
afterwards went about saying that Professor
Einstein was really too wonderful. But, when all is
said, there is no comparison between the two
cases. Any number of people did really attack the
study of biology, in order to agree or disagree with
Darwin. Hardly one person in a thousand thought
of attacking the higher mathematics in order to
agree with Einstein. People did talk about
Darwinism as well as about Darwin. Most of those
who talk about Einstein talk about Einstein. They
know nothing but the name, and the notion that
something very important has happened in
connexion with the name. The talk about Darwin
may have been Popular Science, but it was
science, and it was popular. The talk about
Einstein may rather be called popular nescience.
He has not made astronomy really popular, as the
other made biology really popular. And I really
believe that the reason is a certain increased

laziness of the intellect; that fewer people are
ready for a long, sustained logical demonstration,
quite apart from whether we think that the
demonstration really demonstrates. In my
boyhood there were any number of funny little
atheists running about ready and eager to prove
what they had learned from the works of Darwin.
So there were any number of fanatical little Free-
Traders eager to prove what they had learned from
the speeches of Cobden. I do not find men now so
eager to prove things, but, at the most, to assure
me that they have been proved.

One way of putting it is that this is a
psychological age, which is the opposite of an
intellectual age. It is not a question of persuading
men, but of suggesting how they are persuaded. It
is an age of Suggestion; that is, of appeal to the
irrational part of man. Men discussed whether
Free Trade was false or true; they do not so much
discuss whether Empire Free Trade is false or
true, as whether it is booming or slumping;
whether it is based on an understanding of Mass
Psychology, or whether its opponents or
supporters have what Americans call Personality.
It is all great fun, and there is doubtless a truth in
it, as in other things. But, whatever else it is, it is
not a mark of stronger mentality, and any old
Scotch Calvinist farmer, who could follow his
minister’s desolate and appalling sermon to
Seventeenthly and Lastly, had an immeasurably
better brain.



Conferences for Chesterton’s 150" Birthday

And so as we fast approach the 150th anniversary
of the birth of Gilbert Keith Chesterton we can
look forward to a number of events to
commemorate this momentous occasion.

First of all the Chesterton Club in Croatia will
hold a meeting on Saturday 25th May. A number
of illustrious speakers will give presentations
including Matt Fradd. Our Pilgrimage Walk
Leader, Stuart will also speak. Details

here; https://gilbert.hr/chestfest-vol-5/

Secondly, but a lot closer to Chesterton's home
this time, there will be a GKC Conference on
Saturday 1st June in Central London, England.
This conference will be celebrating Chesterton's
writings and introducing his thought and works to
a wider audience. If you wish to discover
Chesterton, learn more about him or simply meet
with like-minded Catholics who are keen to learn
about Chesterton’s apologetics, do come along.

Panellists include writers from the Corner Cabinet
Magazine, guest speakers including Fr. David
Sherry SSPX and Kennedy Hall. And Stuart
will also be speaking about Chesterton and his
Cause for Beatification at the conference.

For tickets please
see, https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thecorner
cabinetmagazine/1206445

Then onto Italy, on 22nd June where there will be
a Chesterton Day in San Benedetto del Tronto,
Province of Ascoli Piceno, Italy. Details to follow
in due course.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/121407199255

El III Congreso Internacional “Fe, Arte y Mito™:
Tolkien, C.S. Lewis y Chesterton “tienen mucho
para decir” tendra lugar en la ciudad de Buenos
Aires, Argentina los dias 19, 20 y 21 de julio de
manera presencial y también admite la
participacién de forma

virtual, https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/10385

0/iii-congreso-internacional-fe-arte-y-mito-
tolkien-lewis-y-chesterton-tienen-mucho-para-
decir

And lastly if you are unable to attend the 14th
Annual GK Chesterton Walking Pilgrimage on
Saturday 27th July because you are stuck in North
America on the day, then of course see the
following details of the conference that you
should be attending in Philadelphia
https://www.chesterton.org/43rd-annual-
chesterton-conference/

Five Departed Chestertonians

Catherine Scott died on Sunday 30th October
2022. She was well known in London, attending
the pro-life vigils organised by The Good Counsel
Network (www.GoodCounselNetwork.com) and
The Helpers of Gods Precious Infants. You would
also find her at any Catholic or pro-life event in
London. “I think Marie Stopes abortion centre was
closed today... a good thing the funeral happened
on this day! Like they had a respite on abortions
just for Catherine!” Said a Pro-Lifer at the Ealing
vigil on the day of Catherine’s funeral. Catherine
was a big fan of GK Chesterton, and said the
prayer for his Beatification regularly as well as
attending the Annual GK Chesterton Walking
Pilgrimage. Be like Catherine, come to a pro-life
vigil, say the Chesterton prayer and join the
Pilgrimage.

Fathir lan Ker died

on 5™ November .

2022. He was the k- H:fhness
world’s leading G. K. Chesterton
expert on Cardinal
Saint John Henry
Newman. But he
also wrote the GK
Chesterton prayer
which we promote,
as well as writing
the definitive
biography of GKC.
He also contributed
to the short book -

‘The Holiness of GK Chesterton” which you can
obtain from, www.gracewing.co.uk/page111

Sheridan Gilley * lan Ker * Nicholas Madden OCD
Aidan Nichols OP * John Saward * Bob Wild
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Also on 5" November 2022 Father Jeremy
Davies, exorcist for the Diocese of Westminster
passed away. Father was a great fan of Chesterton
and a reader of GK'’s Meekly. | remember him
giving a talk on GKC’s book length poem, The
Ballad of The White Horse, after which he
apologised as he felt it was not a great talk, a bit
disjointed with too many quotes. But actually, it
was a great talk as a number of people there, were
so enthused by Father reading long sections from
the poem that they declared they were off home to
acquire a copy themselves and read it. Please do
find a copy yourself and read it. If you don’t mind
reading things online you will find the whole
poem available online for free.

On 10th January this year the founder of The
Chesterton Review, Father lan Boyd passed away.
This year sees the 50 Anniversary of the
founding of his review which we highly
recommend and can be obtained here,
www.shu.edu/chesterton/chesterton-review

On Saturday 4" May Aidan Mackey died aged
101. He spent many years promoting Chesterton
and collecting memorabilia, books and many other
things connected with Chesterton and this
collection is now housed in the London branch of
the University of Notre Dame near Trafalgar
Square in London.
london.nd.edu/research/chesterton-collection

Birthdays and Mr. Shaw

Years ago, when Mr. Bernard Shaw wrote on
drama in the Saturday Review, he was only
prevented from saying of every play that it was
the worst in the world by the desire to say that at
any rate it was better than Shakespeare. The high-
water mark of his extraordinary hatred was
reached, | remember, when somebody (with
singular innocence) asked him to contribute to the
celebration of a Shakespeare anniversary. He said
— “I'no longer celebrate my own birthday, and I
do not see why I should celebrate his.” And |
remember that when | read the words — years
ago, when | was very young — | leapt up in my
seat (since | was more agile in those days), and
cried out — “Now I understand why he does not
appreciate Shakespeare. It is

degree of vagueness or irregularity about the time
when it should end.

There are some modern optimists who announce
that the universe is magnificent or that life is
worth living, as if they had just discovered some
ingenious and unexpected circumstance which the
world had never heard of before. But, if people
had not regarded this human life of ours as
wonderful and worthy, they would never have
celebrated their birthdays at all. If you give Mr.
Jones a box of cigars on his birthday the act
cannot be consistent with the statement that you
wish he had never been born. If you give Mr.
Smith a dozen bottles of sherry it cannot mean in
theory that you wish him dead, whatever effects it

because he does not appreciate
birthdays.” [...] Shakespeare was
very plausibly presented by Shaw
as a mere sullen sentimentalist,
weeping over his own weakness
and hanging the world with black in
anticipation of his own funeral. It
was all very ingenious, and you can
quote a great deal in support of it.
But, all the same, | am pretty sure
that Shakespeare celebrated his
birthday — and celebrated it with
the utmost regularity. That is to
say, | am sure there was strict
punctuality about the time when the

festival should begin, though there
may, perhaps, have been some

Pilgrims at the Grave of GK Chesterton and his Wife Frances, July 2024




may have in practice. Birthdays are a glorification which would be the better word) that it does not
of the idea of life, and it exactly hits the weak instinctively side with such religious celebrations
point in the Shaw type of optimism (or vitalism, of life. Mr. Shaw is ready to praise the Life-force,

but he is not willing to keep his birthday, which
G.K. Chesterton

would be the best of all ways to praise it. And the

reason is that the modern people will do anything

whatever for their religion except play the fool for
VS. G B ! S h aw it. They will be martyred, but they will not be
chaffed. Mr. Shaw is quite clearly aware that it is

(,EStamOS ﬂe acuerﬂﬂ'-’ a very good thing for him and for everyone else
that he is alive. But to be told so in the symbolic
form of brown-paper parcels containing slippers
or cigarettes makes him feel a fool; which is
exactly what he ought to feel. On many high
occasions of life it is the only alternative to being
one. A birthday does not come merely to remind
a man that he has been born. It comes that he may

be born again. And if a man is born again he must
be as clumsy and comic as a baby.

Debate publico

GK Chesterton. The Illustrated London News,
28™ November 1908

George Bernard Shaw was born on 26" July 1856
in Dublin, Ireland. Please celebrate his Birthday
by at least saying a prayer for him on the day.

On Birthdays: GK Chesterton

“The first fact about the celebration of a birthday is that it is a way of affirming defiantly, and even
flamboyantly, that it is a good thing to be alive....But there is a second fact about Birthdays, and the birth-
song of all creation, a fact which really follows on this; but which, as it seems to me, the other school of
thought almost refuses to recognize. The point of that fact is simply that it is a fact. In being glad about my
Birthday, | am being glad about something which I did not myself bring about.”

Stuart will be walking on this 27 mile Annual GK Chesterton Walking Pilgrimage in part to raise
funds for the Catholic Pro-Life organisation, The Good Counsel Network. “This year sees the 57"
Anniversary of the Abortion Act being passed in Wales and England. Over 10 Million Babies have
been killed by ‘doctors’ since the law was changed. This year is also the 27" Anniversary of the
founding of the Good Counsel Network, who have seen thousands of babies saved from abortion
through their work and God’s Grace.” Please celebrate GK Chesterton’s 150" Birthday, by making
sure that some unborn babies currently in danger of abortion will get to have a Birthday instead.

| would like to sponsor Stuart for, £27....£54....£135....£270....£2,700....(other £ ) please
tick one and enclose a cheque made payable to: The Guild of Our Lady of Good Counsel

Post to: The Guild of Our Lady of Good Counsel, PO Box 46679, London, NW9 8ZT.




The Ballad of the White Horse
By GK Chesterton

"I tell you naught for your comfort,
Yea, naught for your desire,
Save that the sky grows darker yet

And the sea rises higher.

"Night shall be thrice night over you,
And heaven an iron cope.

Do you have joy without a cause,
Yea, faith without a hope?"

(This is just an extract from the poem, of Our
Lady speaking to King Alfred)

But Why is This Called GK's Meekly?

Yes indeed, why? Because,  pm -
for many years Chesterton | S e
ran a weelfly newspaper | WEERYY S wE
called GK's Weekly. He 76 $hBIRTHDAY |

meekly allowed his name to
be used as the name for the
paper, against his ideas on
the matter, to help with sales.
And so there you have it,
although we may return to
this subiect in the future.

GK Chesterton and The Bible

GKC wrote thousands of articles, hundreds of
poems, a few plays, over one hundred books
and a lot more besides. His extensive
knowledge of the Bible is made very clear from
reading much of his works where he is dealing
directly with a religious subject. But his almost
casual use of Biblical quotes throughout his
work could sometimes be missed. Peter J.
Floriani’s book, A Golden Key Chain, has over
300 Biblical verses along with GKC’s
connected writing. For example,

Matthew 2:2 [Magi from the East came]
Saying: Where is He that is born king of the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and
are come to adore Him.

"From the moment when the star goes up like a
birthday rocket to the moment when the sun is
extinguished like a funeral torch, the whole
story moves on wings with the speed and
direction of a drama, ending in an act beyond
words." The Everlastina Man

Never Miss an Issue of

GK’s Meekly!

Send us your email address today and never
miss a single issue;
CatholicGKCSociety@yahoo.co.uk

Supporting Pregnant Mothers

Sponsorship over the years, of some of those
walking on the Pilgrimage has raised over £20,000
for the Pro-Life work of The Good Counsel
Network. You can donate to them here,

https://gofund.me/9fce3a2b

GK Chesterton Prayer in Other Languages

Find the GK Chesterton Prayer in over twenty
languages on our website.

Read GK Chesterton

See our website for some links and ideas of what
to read and how to find Chesterton writing for free
(He wrote a lot more than Father Brown!)

Watch GK Chesterton Online or on TV

Watch GK Chesterton, The Apostle of Common
Sense, at www.ewtn.co.uk or on Sky 586, at
2.30pm Monday or 3.30am on Saturdays.

Famous Authors on GKC
"No writer has ever excelled Chesterton.

He achieves some of the finest, and least regarded,
descriptive writing of this century. And it is not just
description; it is atmosphere, it anticipates and
underlines mood and feeling, usually of the more
nervous sort, in terms of sky and water and shadow,
the eye that sees and the hand that records acting as
one. The result is unmistakable: "That singular
smoky sparkle, at once a confusion and a
transparency, which is the strange secret of the
Thames, was changing more and more from its
gray to its glittering extreme..." Even apart from the
alliteration, who else could that be?

The Man Who Was Thursday is not quite a political
bad dream, nor a metaphysical thriller, nor a cosmic
joke in the form of a spy novel, but it is something
of all three... it remains the most thrilling book 1
have ever read.”

Kingsley Amis 1922-1995

"Father Brown has always been one of my
favourite sleuths...He is one of the few figures in
detective fiction who can be enjoyed for his own
sake, whether you are a detective fan or not."”

Adgatha Christie 1890-1976
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