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The Meekness of GK Chesterton and Two Bishops
In 2014 Bishop Peter Doyle, the then Bishop of the 

Diocese of Northampton asked Canon John Udris to 

make an investigation into whether the Cause for the 

Beatification of Gilbert Keith Chesterton should be 

opened or not. Sadly, the bishop's decision in 2019 was 

not favourable. Bishop Doyle stated that he chose not 

to open the Cause for three reasons. Of the three he 

listed he said, "Firstly, and most importantly there is 

no local cult."  
 

But let’s start at the beginning, why are we talking 

about the bishop of Northampton anyway in regard to 

Chesterton? Gilbert Keith Chesterton was born in 

Notting Hill in London in 1874 and moved with his 

wife Frances, to the small market town of Beaconsfield 

in 1909. He became a Roman Catholic while living in 

this town and stayed there for the rest of his life. When 

he died he was buried in the cemetery in Shepherd's 

Lane not far from his local pub the White Hart. On the 

day of his funeral the police asked if the funeral 

cortège could go the long way around the town 

because so many people had turned out to see G.K. off. 

The picturesque town, whilst being nowhere near the 

city of Northampton does however stand within the 

boundaries of the Catholic diocese of Northampton. It 

therefore falls to the local bishop to decide whether or 

not the cause for the beatification of Chesterton should 

be opened or not. He can open the cause himself or in 

unusual circumstances allow another bishop to do so. 
 

There is no doubt that Bishop Doyle felt that all of his 

reasons were important, but the bishop says that his 

first and most important reason was the lack of a local 

cult, and so let us start there. On Saturday 29th of July 

2023 over one hundred Pilgrims packed into the small 
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Chapel at the Bridgettine Convent in Iver to attend a 

Mass offered in thanksgiving for the Conversion of 

Gilbert Keith Chesterton, as they have done for several 

years now. Fr Neil Brett celebrated this Mass 

according to the 1962 Missal. The Right Reverend 

David Oakley, current Bishop of Northampton gave 

the Sermon. 
 

Bishop Oakley made it clear that, "The Catholic Faith 

is not an idea or a theory. Our faith is rooted in 

historical events. In particular, the Incarnation of the 

Word of God, made Flesh in a particular time and 

place ...These historical events have changed the 

world." Having preached about Our Lord’s time and 

His public ministry, His Passion, Death, Resurrection 

and Ascension, the bishop went on to say, that G. K. 

Chesterton “drank deeply from those mysteries of 

Jesus Christ we have briefly reminded ourselves of. 

And what was his time? It was the flourishing of the 

so-called Enlightenment ...an age when many felt they 

had shaken off the shackles of religious belief. They 

stood before the sun and shook themselves dry, only to 

discover they were unable to fly because of the 

heaviness of their own self-importance. When 

everything depends on us, there is no room for grace or 

the liberty of trusting in a God of Mercy. Chesterton 

proclaimed, Angels can fly because they take 

themselves lightly.” 
 

The bishop went on to talk of one writer who said that 

the world did not know what to do with Chesterton 

because he didn't fit into any of the boxes. "In truth," 

he added, “this could be said of any saint.” But, before 

we all clap and cheer too much – and never in a Chapel 

anyway – at this apparent ‘on-the-spot’ canonisation of 

GKC, the bishop did go on to say that this could be 

said of any true disciple of Our Lord. 
 

He stressed the importance of using our talents and not 

burying them. He said, “Chesterton was prepared to 

use his gifts in the service of his Master’s kingdom. 

This involved the employment of a prophetic mind and 

heart. He felt deeply saddened by the realisation of 

where things were heading. He spoke openly of the 

realities of our present, post-modern way of thinking 

about things. Only recently, I heard of the dreams of a 

headmistress and deputy head of a Catholic school. 

They looked forward to a Church which was ‘woke’. 

One might have to dig a little to appreciate what was 

being suggested here. But whilst we are doing this, we 

might sense the volcano building up within the great 

chest of Chesterton.” 

God Our Father, Thou didst fill the life of 

Thy servant Gilbert Keith Chesterton with a 

sense of wonder and joy, and gave him a faith 

which was the foundation of his ceaseless 

work, a charity towards all men, particularly 

his opponents, and a hope which sprang from 

his lifelong gratitude for the gift of human 

life. May his innocence and his laughter, his 

constancy in fighting for the Christian faith in 

a world losing belief, his lifelong devotion to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary and his love for all 

men, especially for the poor, bring 

cheerfulness to those in despair, conviction 

and warmth to lukewarm believers and the 

knowledge of God to those without faith. We 

beg Thee to grant the favours we ask through 

his intercession, the end of abortion in this 

Country [and especially for……] so that his 

holiness may be recognized by all and the 

Church may proclaim him Blessed. We ask 

this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
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Please cut out, keep and say the prayer 

below 

 

 



And some may wonder why the annual GK Chesterton 

Pilgrimage takes place on the last Saturday of July, but 

Bishop Oakley made it clear, “It is not just 

Chesterton’s mind which sets a lesson before us. An 

important date is Sunday July 30th 1922. Alongside a 

Beaconsfield hotel, a temporary building with a 

corrugated roof proved to be the appropriate place 

where Chesterton made his first Confession, 

Profession of Faith and was received into the Roman 

Catholic Church. He was forty-eight at the time. The 

journey had begun at least twenty years previously.” 

Well then, apart from the one hundred or so people 

attending this Mass, can much be said of the ‘local 

Cult’ of Gilbert Keith Chesterton? This Mass was 

offered as part of the 13th annual GK Chesterton 

Walking Pilgrimage. The Pilgrimage only involved 

four people when it started, but it has grown steadily 

each year, and now we can say that over the years 

hundreds of people have walked thousands of miles 

because they believe that Gilbert Keith Chesterton is a 

saint. Many of them have come on the Pilgrimage 

praying for specific things in their lives and they have 

seen answers to those prayers. The 

CatholicGKChestertonSociety.co.uk based in England 

has distributed well over 50,000 copies of the GK 

Chesterton prayer. Additionally they have also had the 

prayer translated into over 20 different languages and 

these are available on their website. The German 

translation came about because somebody wrote to 

them and complained that it was not available in 

German, the reply was “That's only because you 

haven't translated it.” whereupon the gentleman 

translated it and it is now on the website. In 2017 a 

group of German pilgrims joined the pilgrimage. One 

of them had been diagnosed with a serious health 

problem and the group had considered going to 

Lourdes or to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

but in the end decided to come to Beaconsfield.  

They set off walking from Germany, headed off to the 

coast and then took a ferry to England and joined the 

pilgrimage. Hardly the sign of a lack of devotion to the 

great man! 
 

We will not deal here with the other objections Bishop 

Doyle raised, they have already been answered fully 

by others. We will instead finish with the closing 

remarks of Chesterton's current local bishop to the 

local cult of GKC – the pilgrims, at the end of his 

Sermon. “Holiness is necessarily eccentric, in the true 

meaning of the word. In other words, unconventional 

and not placing oneself at the centre of things. Gilbert 

Keith Chesterton was such a man. He used his natural 

gifts well in the service of our faith. And if he was a 

man of his particular time, he certainly has much to 

say to us today, by way of encouragement and 

resource. And so we pray together, that each of us here 

today, might be filled with the deep desire to serve the 

Kingdom of Heaven in whatever way is possible for 

us. And in this we may be comforted by some poetic 

words of Chesterton in his devotion to the Nativity of 

our Saviour, 

The Christ Child lay on Mary’s lap, 

His hair was like a light. 

(O weary, weary were the world, 

But here is all aright.)” 

The 14th Annual GK Chesterton Pilgrimage is on Saturday 27th July 2024 
There are several ways you can join us, either in prayer, or by joining us in walking a short section of the pilgrimage or 
even in walking the whole 27 miles! To be involved and maybe help members of your Family into the Catholic Church 
you can; 

A. Send prayer intentions for us to pray for along the way, we will not make the intentions 

public; catholicgkcsociety@yahoo.co.uk 

And/or 

B. Join us on the day of the Pilgrimage, Saturday 27th July 2024, for an Old Rite Mass at 2.30pm at The Bridgettine 

Convent, Fulmer Common Road, Iver, SL0 0NR. BRING A PACKED LUNCH. 

C. And if you like you can walk 6 miles after Mass to GK Chesterton's Grave. 

D. Or meet us at 9.05am outside Ealing Town Hall to walk on to Mass (approximately 12 miles). 
E. Or, to do the whole 27 mile walk, meet us at 7.15am outside St George's C of E Church, Aubrey Walk, London, W8 

7JG where GKC was Baptised as a baby, to walk 21 Miles to Mass. And 6 miles after Mass if you want. 

F. And say the GK Chesterton Prayer on the day wherever you are. Find the prayer in a number of languages 

here; https://www.catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk/about.html 

G. Invite friends to join us. The best way to do this is to click, Going or Interested/Maybe on the Facebook event and 

then click on Share and on Invite Friends and select those you wish to invite to join us for any of the 

above. https://www.facebook.com/events/941808393822680 

H. Sponsor Stuart as he raises funds for Good Counsel; https://gofund.me/9fce3a2b 
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The Donkey by GK Chesterton 
When fishes flew and forests walked 

    And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood 

    Then surely I was born. 

 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 

    And ears like errant wings, 

The devil's walking parody 

    On all four-footed things. 

 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 

    Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 

    I keep my secret still. 

 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 

    One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 

    And palms before my feet. 

 

Never Miss an Issue of GK’s Meekly! 
Send us your email address today and never 

miss a single issue; 

CatholicGKCSociety@yahoo.co.uk  

Supporting Pregnant Mothers 
Sponsorship over the years, of some of those 

walking on the GKC Pilgrimage has raised over 

£20,000 for the Pro-Life work of The Good 

Counsel Network. You can donate to them 

here, https://gofund.me/9fce3a2b 

GK Chesterton Prayer in Other Languages 

Find the GK Chesterton Prayer in over twenty 

languages on our website. 

www.CatholicGKChestertonSociety.co.uk 

Read GK Chesterton 
 See our website for some links and ideas of 

what to read and how to find Chesterton writing 

for free (He wrote a lot more than Father 

Brown!) 

Watch GK Chesterton Online or on TV 

Watch GK Chesterton, The Apostle of 

Common Sense, at www.ewtn.co.uk or on Sky 

channel 586, at 2.30pm Monday or 3.30am on 

Saturdays. 

Famous Authors on GKC 
“Well, it is not for me to say that Gilbert 

Chesterton attained such continued awareness 

of God, though I trust it is permitted to me to 

hope that this will some day be acknowledged. 

But he had all his life acute and blissful 

awareness of the miracle of common things and 

common people."                WR Titterton 

Friend and first biographer of GKC 

 

"..there are many whose names appears on no 

Christian calendar, who by struggle and 

endeavour and conquest earned their right to be 

included among the saintly company. Of such 

was that very wise and good man who for 31 

years prior to this summer contributed to this 

page. Gilbert Keith Chesterton spent his whole 

life in teaching others how to live.” 

Arthur Bryant (successor to GKC as the author 

of the ‘Notebook' slot in The Illustrated London 

News) October 31st 1936 

 

GK Chesterton and The Bible 
GKC wrote thousands of articles, hundreds of 

poems, a few plays, over one hundred books 

and a lot more besides. His extensive 

knowledge of the Bible is made very clear from 

reading much of his works where he is dealing 

directly with a religious subject. But his almost 

casual use of Biblical quotes throughout his 

work could sometimes be missed. Peter J. 

Floriani’s book, A Golden Key Chain, has over 

300 Biblical verses along with GKC’s 

connected writing. For example, 
 

Mt 21:9. And the multitudes that went 

before and that followed cried, saying; 

Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he 

that cometh in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

‘There has never been a case in which the 

democracy was wrong when the aristocracy 

was not wrong too. There was a somewhat 

famous occasion when the democracy was very 

wrong indeed; when the mob cried first 

"Hosanna!" and then "Crucify!" [Mt 27:22-23] 

But in that instance, again, there was not a 

shade of difference between the mob and the 

great rulers and scholars, the learned scribes 

and the world-travelled warriors, the sublime 

priest of Jehovah and the master of the eagles of 

Rome. Or, rather, there was a difference. The 

difference is that the princes and priests had 
never cried "Hosanna!" at all.’ 

GK Chesterton ILN July 12th 1913 

mailto:CatholicGKCSociety@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.ewtn.co.uk/

